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14, HYDE PAEK TERRACE,

November 15, 1869.
MY DEAR MBS. G-EOTE,

I am sorry that Grote has refused the peerage that was
offered to him. I have no doubt that for his own comfort and
interest he has acted wisely, but I think that his presence in the
House of Lords would have been advantageous to the cause of
good government in very many respects. The House of Lords,
also, is no longer what it was fifty years since, when he and I
were boys: it has become a much more democratic, or rather,
less aristocratic, assembly than it was then: and Grote might, and
I believe would, have done much good. I admit, however, that
the sacrifice was too great for him to make, and therefore I do not
trouble him with any observations: but I cannot help breathing
forth my regrets to you.

Do not trouble yourself to notice this scrawl.

Yours very sincerely,

BOMELLY.

My affectionate regards to Grote " non obstante."

E.

No comment would seem necessary in relation to this
singular passage, after the statement contained in Mr.
Grote's reply of his motives fox remaining a " plain citizen."
The incident was naturally productive of agreeable feelings
both to himself and to his intimate friends, and I will con-
fess that it not seldom formed the subject of our quiet
domestic "talk"

"To be sure" (Grote would say), "it is one of the most
unlooked-for events that could have overtaken me in my old
age, to have the offer of a peerage! I am never tirfcd
of wondering at the bare notion of my passing from the
* Radical' to the House of Lords, at this time of day."
"Well, you see, it is because you earned the confidence of
the ' Eadicals' through your House of Commons period that
you would now be regarded as representing the popular
interest in the Lords, and so, your voice would carry the more
weight with the country when you gave utterance to your
sentiments." " Yes, that might be so. But the opinions of
the so-called Eadicals of the present day do not accuratelyMinister of England
